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IV | children as Avant Gard

Basmat Even-Zohar/ Children's Participation in the Hebrew
Enterprise, 1880-1905

A considerable number of the projects carried out by the New Hebrew
Cultureentrepreneursin Ottoman-ruled Palestine between 1880 and 1905
were connected with children. Obviously, projects such as purchasing
land or founding a national library were not directly connected with
children, but other major endeavors were. The initiatives taken towards
the foundation of Hebrew schools, periodicals and newspapers, printing
houses, kindergartens, Hebrew textbooks and fiction for children,
theatrical plays and performances, the invention of children's games in
Hebrew, and various other activities such as sing-alongs and excursions
were all made to a large extent for and by children.

Recruiting children and youth to cooperate with and participate in
the enterprise of the making of a Hebrew culture occurred in three
interfacing domains: (1) the family, i.e., "recruiting” the entrepreneurs'
families to the idea; (2) the Hebrew school, which also included all the
new activities that were formed and marketed through it (excursions,
plays etc.); and (3) the textual industries (literature, the press, etc.).
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